International Language Centre

--------- An excellent language training centre

Cantonese Course for Mandarin speakers
Introduction

Cantonese is one of the five major Chinese languages. These are often called "dialects", but in actuality their differences are great enough to consider them separate languages.

Cantonese is spoken by about 100 million people in the southern provinces of Guangdong and Guangxi and in neighboring areas such as Hong Kong and Macao, as well as throughout South-East Asia in such places as Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam. Due to the migration of Cantonese speakers from Hong Kong and the Guangdong area, Cantonese is the dominant form of Chinese spoken in the Chinatowns of many major cities in the United States, Canada, Australia and elsewhere. 

Cantonese Elementary
Duration: 30 Hours

Objectives: An elementary course designed to familiarize students with basic vocabulary and grammar points through language tasks/activities and contextualized exercises. Real life settings are introduced such as shopping, introducing family members, asking directions etc.
Requirement: Nil
Expectation: Students are expected to know basic Cantonese in the 30 hours lesson, they are speak simple sentences among peers or colleagues. 

Focus on:
Pronunciations
The differences between Mandarin and Cantonese Pronunciations and the difficulties.
Grammar
To know basic differences between Cantonese and Mandarin grammar system.

Listening Comprehension Skills
building up students’ listening ability in real life context. Everyday settings are introduced such as shopping, introducing family members, asking directions etc. 
Basic Presentation Skills
Tasks like picture description, speaking topics and simple presentation

will be adopted to train students in presentation with various everyday settings.
Course Content

	Pronunciations
	· Introduction of Cantonese Pinyin
· Introduction of initials and Finals

· Introduction of Cantonese tones

· Listening and Practicing

	Conversation
	· Daily expression and survival phrases

· Greetings

· Say sorry…
· Where is the toilet?

· Talk about the weather

· In a restaurant
· Book a room in a hotel

· How many/ How much

· When?

· How do I go to IFC?

	Grammar 
	· Present/Continuous tense

· Past tense

· Past continuous tense

· The use of “zor”
· How often/How long

· Conditioning sentences

· Progressive

· The use of “gan”
· The use of “yao mou”
· Need, want, have to, must

· The use of “mei”

	Cantonese Culture
	· Cantonese Festival, spring festival, dragon boat festival…
· Cantonese family hierarchy

· Cantonese custom towards marriage

· Cantonese thinking about giving a present

· “Lai shi” Red envelop
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Cantonese Intermediate
Duration: 60 Hours

Objectives & Requirement:: It is designed for students who have completed Elementary Cantonese or with equivalent competence in Cantonese, emphasizing oral skills and listening comprehension, with more exposure to grammar points. Students will be exposed to more terms and expressions in Cantonese based on approximately 400 additional vocabulary items and related patterns and expressions. Students will be trained to have language proficiency at sentence level. 

Expectation: Students are expected to know intermediate level Cantonese in the 60 hours lessons which provide materials to help student to communicate with peers. They shouldn’t have any problem when talking with strangers and they are expected to know a lot more of Cantonese.

Focus on:
Oral Skills
An intermediate course focused on students’ fluency in speaking practice in real life settings, such as going to the airport, attending a wedding party, going to see movies, discussing travel plans, talking about hobbies etc.
Listening Comprehension Skills
Focused on building up students’ listening ability. Real life settings are

introduced such as going to the airport, attending a wedding party, going to see movies, discussing travel plans, talking about hobbies etc.
Grammar
To have a comprehensive knowledge about differences between Cantonese and Mandarin grammar system.

Presentation Skills
Focus on daily expressions; increase the difficulties and the complexity of the conversation.

Course Content
	Pronunciations
	· Listening and Practicing
· Revision of Cantonese Pinyin system

	Conversation
	· To be more complicated

· Listening oriented lesson

· Real situation practicing

· Giving directions

· Visiting company/friends

· Time and date

· Renting a house

· In a transportation

· Order air ticket

· Go shopping

· To bargain

· To see a doctor

· To travel

	Grammar 
	· If…then

· Choi zou…zhong yau

· Everyone/everywhere/everything…
· Cha m dor/ jang di (almost)

· The use of when, where, why
· Duplicated measure words, eg. Gor gor yan

· Dim…fa

· Verb, object separations
· complicated sentence
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Cantonese Advanced
Duration: 60 Hours

Objectives & Requirement:: It is designed for students who have completed Intermediate Cantonese or with equivalent competence in Cantonese. Students will be exposed to a wide range of expressions based on approximately 500 additional vocabulary items with related patterns and expressions. Students will be able to present ideas at discourse level and to do short presentation, speeches and discussion on some cultural issues
Expectations: After the 60 hours drill lesson, student will become an expert Cantonese speaker! They are expected to speak fluently, accurately, and native likely.

Oral Skills
An advanced course designed to improve students’ presentation and negotiation ability. Topics for discussion include social issues in Hong Kong, environmental issues, Chinese custom and religion etc.
Listening Comprehension Skills
An advanced course focused on building up students’ listening ability in advanced context and presenting students with multi-media authentic materials. Topics for discussion include social issues in Hong Kong, environmental issues, Chinese custom and religion etc.
Professional Topics & Discussions
An advanced course designed to further improve students’ fluency in professional communication settings through language activities, role playing and discussion practice. Topics for discussion include various local & international news and issues related to our society, such as education system, economy and immigration.
Newspaper Reading
An advanced course designed to improve students' language ability through the reading and discussion of selections from newspapers in standard written Chinese. Topics include international relations, political news, crime, economic news, accidents, etc.

Course Content

	Pronunciations
	· Listening and Practicing
· Revision of Cantonese PinYin system

	Conversation
	· In a meeting

· Buy vegetables

· Clean the house

· See a doctor

· Looking for a school

· Find a new job

· Call 999

· Television culture

· Food in Hong Kong

· “women street”
· Wedding ceremony

	Grammar 
	· The use of “de”
· “you + adjectives”
· The use of “sai” as in ALL

· The use of “yu” as in preserve

· Gor zan

· Ding…sin?



	News reading and listening
	· Hong Kong economy booms

· A traffic accident

· Keep a clean environment

· Chinese governors is coming to Hong Kong

· The relationship between Mainland and HK

· Buying on the internet

· Hong Kong people in China

· Hong Kong or Shanghai?



	Idioms & Slang
	· 小心駛得晚年船
· 執死雞
· 有紋有路
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